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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF WOMEN DENTISTS [School, City, or Region Name] Pre-Dental Chapter

Bylaws

ARTICLE I: NAME
The name of the chapter shall be American Association of Women Dentists – [School, City, or Region Name] Pre-Dental Chapter, hereinafter referred to as the “Chapter.”
ARTICLE II: OBJECTIVES
The objectives of the Chapter shall be to:
1. Support AAWD’s mission to advance, connect, and enrich the lives of women dentists.
2. Foster leadership, mentorship, and professional development among women pre-dental students.
3. Encourage engagement with dental students and dental professionals through mentorship, collaboration, and educational activities supported by AAWD.
4. Promote community service and awareness of women’s roles in the dental profession.
ARTICLE III: MEMBERSHIP
Section 1.  Eligibility.  
Membership in this Chapter shall be open to undergraduate students interested in pursuing a career in dentistry who are affiliated with [School Name] or the surrounding community/region, and who maintain active AAWD Pre-Dental membership at the national level.
Section 2.  National Membership Requirement.
All members must maintain current AAWD Pre-Dental membership. Members may join individually through the AAWD website or collectively using the AAWD Pre-Dental Chapter Invoice Request Form. 
Section 3. Local Dues (Optional)
The Chapter may establish local dues to support events, supplies, or outreach. Local dues are separate from AAWD National dues and are set annually by the Chapter Officers, with Chapter Advisor oversight.
Section 4. Member Conduct. 
Members are expected to uphold the mission and values of AAWD, participate respectfully, and represent the Chapter with professionalism and in accordance with AAWD policies and university guidelines.	
ARTICLE IV: OFFICERS AND EXECUTIVE BOARD
Section 1.  Officers
The Chapter shall be governed by the following officers:
· President – Leads the Chapter, presides over meetings, represents the Chapter in all official matters, and ensures chapter activities align with AAWD’s mission.
· Vice President – Assists the President, leads recruitment and engagement initiatives, and oversees communications or events as assigned.
· Secretary/Treasurer – Maintains meeting notes, manages chapter communications, and oversees local dues and financial records.
Additional positions (e.g., Social Chair, Fundraising Chair, Lunch & Learn Coordinator) may be created as needed by the Chapter.
Section 2. Chapter Advisor
Each Pre-Dental Student Chapter must have at least one Chapter Advisor who is an active AAWD National member. The Chapter Advisor may be:
· A faculty member or university advisor (for school-based chapters), or
· A practicing dentist, dental professional, or pre-health advisor in the local area (for regional chapters)
The Chapter Advisor serves in an advisory and supportive role, provides continuity as officers transition, and is copied on all official communications between the Chapter and AAWD National.
Section 3. Eligibility
All officers must be active pre-dental members of AAWD National at the time of election and throughout their term.
Section 4. Term of Office
Officers shall serve until successors are elected and installed. Election timing and officer transitions shall be determined by the Chapter in accordance with academic calendars and continuity needs.
Section 5. Election of Officers
Elections shall be held annually at a regular meeting during the academic year at a time determined by the Chapter, which may include spring or mid-academic-year elections to allow for leadership transition and continuity.
Section 6: Removal of Officers
An officer may be removed from their position for failure to fulfill duties, violation of chapter or AAWD policies, or conduct inconsistent with the mission and values of AAWD.
Removal may occur by a majority vote of the chapter membership present at a regular or special meeting, provided the officer has been given notice and an opportunity to respond. The Chapter Advisor must be consulted prior to removal.
Section 7. Vacancies
If a vacancy occurs, the remaining officers may appoint an interim officer to complete the term.
ARTICLE V: MEETINGS  
Section 1. Frequency
The Chapter shall meet at least once per semester during the academic year, and more often as needed to conduct business, plan events, or engage members.
Section 2. Notice and Quorum
Meeting notices should be shared at least one week in advance. A simple majority of officers and at least three members shall constitute a quorum.
Section 3. Procedures
Meetings will follow a simple, respectful order of business. The Standard Code of Parliamentary Procedure, by Alice Sturgis, may be used as a guide when formal procedure is needed.
ARTICLE VI: MENTORSHIP AND PROFESSIONAL ENGAGEMENT
Section 1. Purpose
The Chapter is encouraged to engage with dental students, dental professionals, and the broader AAWD community to support mentorship, professional development, and career exploration.
Section 2. Engagement Pathways
Chapters may participate in AAWD-supported mentorship and engagement opportunities, which may include connections with dental student chapters, dental students or residents, local dentists, virtual discussions, or collaborative events.
Section 3. Role of AAWD National
AAWD National may provide access to resources, directories, templates, or guidance to support chapter-led engagement. Formal pairing or ongoing oversight is not required.
ARTICLE VII: FINANCE
Section 1. Local Dues
Local dues, if collected, shall be managed by the Treasurer and used solely for chapter-related activities. The Treasurer will keep clear records of income and expenses.
Section 2. National Dues
AAWD National dues are paid directly to AAWD or via the Chapter’s group payment option using the AAWD Pre-Dental Student Chapter Invoice Request Form.
Section 3. Financial Accountability
The Treasurer shall provide a brief financial update at chapter meetings and prepare a year-end summary.
Section 4. Nonprofit Status
The Chapter operates on a nonprofit basis and exists solely to further the mission of the American Association of Women Dentists.
If the Chapter is dissolved at any time, no part of its funds shall be distributed to, or among, its members. After payment of any outstanding obligations, any remaining funds shall be distributed in accordance with university policies and/or returned to the American Association of Women Dentists.
ARTICLE VIII:  AMENDMENTS
These bylaws may be amended by a majority vote of active members present at a scheduled meeting, with Chapter  Advisor review, provided that notice of the proposed amendment has been shared at least one week in advance.
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