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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF WOMEN DENTISTS [City/Region] Chapter

Bylaws

ARTICLE I: NAME
The name of the chapter shall be American Association of Women Dentists – [City/Region] Chapter, hereinafter referred to as the “Chapter.”
ARTICLE II: OBJECTIVES
The objectives of the Chapter shall be to:
1. Foster professional growth, leadership, and community among women in dentistry.
2. Support the mission of the American Association of Women Dentists (AAWD) to advance, connect, and enrich the lives of women dentists from pre-dental school through retirement.
3. Promote mentorship, education, and service at the local level in alignment with AAWD’s national initiatives.
ARTICLE III: MEMBERSHIP
Section 1.  Eligibility.  
Membership in this Chapter shall be open to current members in good standing of the AAWD who reside or practice in the Chapter’s region.
Section 2.  Dues.
All members must maintain active AAWD National membership. Local Chapter dues, if any, shall be determined annually by the Chapter’s Executive Board and communicated to members. 
Section 3.  Member Conduct. 
Members are expected to uphold the mission and values of AAWD. The Executive Board reserves the right to address conduct inconsistent with these values, following fair and transparent discussion with the member involved.	
ARTICLE IV: OFFICERS AND EXECUTIVE BOARD
Section 1.  Officers
The Chapter shall be led by four officers: President, Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer. All officers must be current members of the AAWD and licensed dentists.
Section 2. Duties
· President: Provides overall leadership, presides at meetings, represents the Chapter to AAWD National, and oversees chapter activities.
· Vice President: Supports the President, leads membership and communications efforts, and assumes the President’s duties if absent.
· Secretary: Maintains records, minutes, and communications for the Chapter.
· Treasurer: Manages chapter finances, maintains accurate records, and provides regular financial updates.
Section 3. Term of Office
Officers shall serve for a one-year term, renewable by election or consensus of active members.
Section 4. Vacancies
Chapters may appoint additional officers or committee chairs as needed, subject to approval by the Executive Board.
ARTICLE V: MEETINGS  
Section 1. Frequency
The Chapter shall meet at least quarterly on dates determined by the Executive Board.
Section 2. Notice
Members shall be notified of meetings at least one week in advance.
Section 3. Procedures
Meetings shall follow a simplified order of business. The Standard Code of Parliamentary Procedure, by Alice Sturgis, may be used as a guide when formal procedure is needed.
ARTICLE VI:  COMMITTEES
The Chapter may establish standing or ad hoc committees to support its goals. Committees may include, but are not limited to:
· Membership & Outreach – Recruitment, engagement, and retention.
· Programs & Events – Educational and networking events.
· Sponsorship & Fundraising – Partnerships and chapter support.
Committee chairs shall be appointed by the President with Executive Board approval.
ARTICLE VII: FINANCE
Section 1. Local Dues
The Executive Board shall determine the amount of local dues (if applicable) each year, ensuring affordability and transparency.
Section 2. National Dues
Local member dues and national member dues are two distinct types of dues. The Chapter may collect dues for the American Association of Women Dentists (National Office), and said monies shall be paid to the AAWD National Office.
Section 3. Financial Accountability
The Treasurer shall maintain records of all income and expenses, prepare brief financial reports for chapter meetings, and provide an annual summary.
Section 4. Nonprofit Status
The Chapter shall be a non-profit organization.  If this Chapter is dissolved at any time, no part of its funds shall be distributed to, or among, its members, but, after payment of all indebtedness of the Chapter, any surplus funds shall be given to the American Association of Women Dentists.
ARTICLE VIII:  AMENDMENTS
These bylaws may be amended by a majority vote of active members at any regular meeting, provided that written notice of the proposed amendment has been shared with members at least 10 days in advance. Amendments must be submitted to AAWD National for final approval.
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