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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF WOMEN DENTISTS [Country/Region] Chapter

Bylaws

ARTICLE I: NAME AND GEOGRAPHIC SCOPE
Section 1. Name
The name of the chapter shall be the American Association of Women Dentists – [Country/Region] Chapter, hereinafter referred to as the “Chapter.”
Section 2. Geographic Scope
The Chapter shall primarily serve AAWD members who reside, practice, or study in [Country/Region]. Any change to the Chapter’s name or primary geographic scope requires approval from the AAWD Board of Directors.
ARTICLE II: RELATIONSHIP TO AAWD
Section 1. Recognition
The Chapter shall operate as a component organization of the American Association of Women Dentists (“AAWD”) upon approval and chartering by the AAWD Board of Directors.
Section 2. Chapter Autonomy
The Chapter may establish its own programs, activities, committees, financial practices, and operating procedures based on the needs of its members and community. Chapter activities must remain consistent with AAWD’s mission, governing documents, policies, and the Chapter’s Board-approved charter. 
Section 3. Use of AAWD’s Name and Brand
The Chapter may use AAWD’s name, logo, and other brand materials only as authorized by AAWD.
Section 4. Applicable Requirements
The Chapter shall comply with applicable law and AAWD’s governing documents and policies. AAWD’s governing documents and policies shall control on matters involving the Chapter’s relationship with AAWD.
Section 5. Translations
The Chapter may translate these bylaws for the convenience of its members. The Board-approved English-language version shall govern if a conflict in meaning or interpretation arises.
ARTICLE III: OBJECTIVES
The objectives of the Chapter shall be to:
· Support AAWD’s mission to advance, connect, and enrich the lives of women dentists through professional development, networking, mentorship, and wellness.
· Provide locally relevant opportunities for education, leadership, service, and professional connection.
· Strengthen relationships among Chapter members, AAWD, and organizations that support the Chapter’s objectives.
ARTICLE IV: MEMBERSHIP
Section 1. Eligibility
Chapter membership shall be open to AAWD members in good standing who reside, practice, study, or have a professional connection within the Chapter’s geographic area.
Section 2. Voting and Office-Holding Rights
Voting and office-holding rights shall follow AAWD’s membership classifications, provided that International Members in good standing may vote and hold office within the Chapter.
Section 3. Dues and Good Standing
Chapter members must maintain their individual AAWD membership by paying the applicable dues directly to AAWD. The Chapter may establish separate Chapter dues to support its programs and operations.
A member shall remain in good standing with the Chapter by maintaining an active AAWD membership and paying any required Chapter dues.
Section 4. Member Conduct
Chapter members shall comply with these bylaws and applicable AAWD policies. The Chapter may address an individual’s participation in Chapter activities but may not suspend or terminate the individual’s AAWD membership. Matters requiring association-level action shall be referred to the AAWD Board of Directors.	
ARTICLE V: OFFICERS AND EXECUTIVE BOARD
Section 1. Composition
The Chapter’s Executive Board shall consist of four core officers: President, Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer.
The Chapter may establish additional leadership positions or committee roles as needed. Unless these bylaws provide otherwise, additional positions shall not become voting members of the Executive Board.
Section 2. Eligibility
Each officer must be an AAWD Active or International Member in good standing, be legally qualified to practice dentistry in their country or jurisdiction, and complete any agreements required by AAWD.
An officer who no longer meets these eligibility requirements shall vacate the office.
Section 3. Executive Board Responsibilities
The Executive Board shall oversee the Chapter’s operations, programs, and finances. It may adopt operating policies and assign responsibilities consistent with these bylaws and applicable AAWD requirements.
Section 4. Officer Duties
President: Provides overall leadership, presides at meetings, and serves as the Chapter’s primary representative and contact with AAWD.
Vice President: Supports the President, assists with Chapter operations, and performs the President’s duties when the President is unavailable.
Secretary: Maintains meeting minutes, governing documents, and other Chapter records and coordinates required notices and communications.
Treasurer: Maintains the Chapter’s financial records, oversees Chapter funds, and provides financial reports to the Executive Board and members.
ARTICLE VI: ELECTIONS, TERMS, VACANCIES, AND REMOVAL
Section 1. Initial Officers and Terms
The officers identified in the Chapter’s approved application shall serve as its initial officers. Officers shall serve one-year terms and may stand for reelection. The initial officers shall conduct the Chapter’s first regular election before the end of their terms.
Officers shall serve until their successors take office unless they resign, become ineligible, or are removed.
Section 2. Nominations and Elections
The Executive Board shall establish a fair and accessible nomination and election process and provide reasonable notice to all voting members.
Elections may take place during a membership meeting or through an electronic ballot. Each voting member may cast one vote for each open position. The candidate receiving the greatest number of votes cast shall be elected. An uncontested candidate may take office without a ballot.
Section 3. Resignations and Vacancies
An officer may resign by providing written notice to the Executive Board. If the office of President becomes vacant, the Vice President shall serve as President for the remainder of the term. The Executive Board may appoint an eligible member to fill any other vacancy for the remainder of the term.
Section 4. Removal
The Executive Board may remove an officer for failure to remain eligible, failure to fulfill the responsibilities of the position, or conduct materially harmful to the Chapter or AAWD.
Before removal, the officer shall receive notice of the concerns and a reasonable opportunity to respond. Removal requires a two-thirds vote of the remaining Executive Board members. The officer under consideration may not vote.
Removal from Chapter office does not terminate the individual’s AAWD membership.
Article VII: MEETINGS AND VOTING  
Section 1. Membership Meetings
The Chapter shall hold at least one general membership meeting each year. The Executive Board shall determine the frequency and format of additional membership and Executive Board meetings.
Meetings may take place in person, virtually, or through a hybrid format. The President or a majority of the Executive Board may call an Executive Board meeting.
Section 2. Notice
Members shall receive reasonable advance notice of membership meetings. Notice of an election, bylaws amendment, dissolution vote, or other membership vote must be provided at least 10 days before the meeting or voting deadline.
Section 3. Quorum
A quorum for a membership vote shall consist of at least three voting members or 10 percent of the Chapter’s voting members, whichever is greater. A majority of the current Executive Board shall constitute a quorum for Executive Board business.
Participation through an approved virtual meeting platform shall count as presence at a meeting. For an electronic ballot, the Chapter must receive at least the number of votes required for a membership quorum.
Section 4. Voting
Unless these bylaws require a greater vote, matters shall be decided by a majority of votes cast once a quorum is established. Voting may take place during an in-person, virtual, or hybrid meeting or through an electronic ballot.
ARTICLE VIII: COMMITTEES
The Executive Board may establish standing or temporary committees and appoint committee chairs as needed to support the Chapter’s objectives and activities.
Committees shall operate under the direction of the Executive Board. A committee may not enter into a contract, make a financial commitment, or represent itself as speaking on behalf of AAWD without appropriate authorization.
ARTICLE IX: FINANCIAL PRACTICES
Section 1. Financial Responsibility
The Chapter shall manage its finances responsibly and maintain accurate records of its income, expenses, assets, and obligations. Chapter funds must remain separate from the personal funds of officers and members.
The Chapter shall comply with the financial, tax, registration, and reporting requirements applicable in its country or jurisdiction.
Section 2. Dues and Other Income
Members shall pay their individual AAWD membership dues directly to AAWD. The Chapter may establish separate Chapter dues and may raise funds through events, sponsorships, or other lawful activities to support its programs and operations.
Chapter fundraising and sponsorship activities must remain consistent with applicable law and AAWD policies. The Chapter may not enter into an agreement that creates a financial or legal obligation for AAWD.
Section 3. Financial Accounts and Legal Status
The Chapter is not required to form a separate legal entity or open a financial account unless its activities or applicable local requirements make one necessary.
The Chapter must obtain approval from the AAWD Board of Directors before registering a separate legal entity or opening a financial account under the AAWD name.
Section 4. Financial Oversight
When the Chapter manages funds, the Executive Board shall establish appropriate procedures for approving expenditures and overseeing financial activity. At least two officers shall have access to or oversight of the Chapter’s financial records.
The Treasurer shall provide the Executive Board with periodic financial reports and provide Chapter members with a financial summary at least annually.
Section 5. Fiscal Year
The Chapter’s fiscal year shall be January 1 through December 31 unless applicable local requirements require, or the Executive Board establishes, a different reporting period.
ARTICLE X: AMENDMENTS
An amendment to these bylaws may be proposed by the Executive Board or any voting Chapter member. The proposed amendment shall be provided to all voting members at least 10 days before the meeting or electronic voting deadline.
An amendment requires approval by two-thirds of the votes cast, provided that the applicable quorum requirement has been met.
No amendment shall take effect until approved by the AAWD Board of Directors. All amendments must remain consistent with AAWD’s governing documents, policies, and the Chapter’s charter.
ARTICLE XI: DISSOLUTION
Section 1. Voluntary Dissolution
The Chapter may vote to dissolve after providing all voting members with at least 10 days’ written notice. Dissolution requires approval by two-thirds of the votes cast, provided that the applicable quorum requirement has been met. The Chapter shall notify the AAWD Board of Directors and coordinate the dissolution process with AAWD.
Section 2. Suspension or Revocation
The AAWD Board of Directors may suspend or revoke the Chapter’s charter in accordance with AAWD’s governing documents and policies.
Section 3. Chapter Obligations 
Upon dissolution or revocation, the Chapter shall cease representing itself as an AAWD Chapter, satisfy or make appropriate provision for its outstanding obligations, and protect or return confidential AAWD and member information.
Subject to applicable local law, the Chapter shall transfer its remaining funds and records to AAWD or dispose of them as directed by the AAWD Board of Directors. No remaining Chapter funds or assets may be distributed to individual members.
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